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November 

Worship Schedule 
 

November 6 
Communion 
Rev. Rae Lynn Schleif 
8:45 a.m.—Traditional  
10:15 a.m.—Contemporary 
11:30 a.m.—Traditional 
 
 
 

November 13 
Rev. Rae Lynn Schleif 
8:45 a.m.—Traditional 
10:15 a.m.—Contemporary 
11:30 a.m.—Traditional 
 
 
 

November 20 
New Member & Baptism 
Dr. Eugene Folden 
8:45 a.m. —Traditional  
10:15 a.m.—Contemporary 
11:30 a.m.—Traditional 
 
 
 

November 27 
1st Sunday in Advent 
Communion 
Rev. Rae Lynn Schleif 
8:45 a.m.—Traditional 
10:15 a.m.—Contemporary 
11:30 a.m.—Traditional 
 

 

Reflections on  
Linworth’s First Blessing 

of the Animals 
The service of the “Blessing 
of the Animals” has a long 
tradition that remembers St. 
Francis of Assisi and his 
love for all creatures. 
According to 
amerciancatholic.org the 
traditional blessing is as 
follows:  
 “Blessed are you, Lord 
God, maker of all living 
creatures. You called forth 
fish in the sea, birds in the 
air and animals on the land. 
You inspired St. Francis to 
call all of them his brothers 
and sisters. We ask you to 
bless this pet. By the power 
of your love, enable it to 
live according to your plan. 
May we always praise you 
for all your beauty in 
creation. Blessed are you, 
Lord our God, in all your 
creatures! Amen.” 
 

My words of blessing at 
Linworth’s first Blessing of 
the Animals service were 
not so eloquent. It was my 
first time too. And as I may 
have told some of you, I’ve 
cursed a few animals now 
and then, but this was my 
first time formally blessing 
them. The Garage Sale tent 
was full of dogs and cats 
(who remained safely in 
their travel cages) and even 
one fish. There were plenty 
of familiar Linworth faces 
and more than a few new 

persons from the 
surrounding community. 
The old saying that people 
and their pets tend to 
develop some resemblance 
isn’t always true but it 
certainly adds an 
interesting dimension to my 
picture of who you are 
when I see you with your 
pet. 
 

I have no memories of my 
childhood without some 
kind of animal at my side. 
When I was six months old 
my parents brought home 
Scooter, a brown standard 
Dachshund. He was my 
closest companion for 
twelve years. He often slept 
with me, explored the 
woods with me, waited for 
me at the bus stop, and 
advised me on domestic 
affairs. I still miss that dog 
sometimes. In my most 
sentimental moments I’d 
like to think that he’ll be in 
heaven waiting for me, 
wagging his tail as I get off 
the bus. 
 

At one time I had a white 
duck named Delilah, a 
rabbit named Pepper, 
Scooter, another 
Dachshund named Pickles, 
and a hamster. I’ve had a 
few other dogs along the 
way. There was Joe, the 
black Lab; Freckles, the 
Bassett Hound; and Moon, 
the Black and Tan Coon 
Hound. Then there was 

college and marriage and 
children and a long stretch 
until Shelby, the Shelty (this 
is where the animal cursing 
comes in) and now Frankie, 
the Schoodle. 
 

As I was petting and 
praying over your pets I 
couldn’t help but reflect on 
how Scooter and all the 
other animals in my life 
have shaped me and 
blessed me. I began to 
think about the nature of a 
blessing as way of 
recognizing God’s work in 
us. Recognizing that our 
lives are enriched by the 
presence of another living 
thing is the sentiment that 
the Blessing of the Animals 
conveys. This service of the 
church formally honors the 
reality that this interaction 
between us and the 
animals in our care is 
somehow enriching for 
both. Are we blessing the 
animals or are they 
blessing us? I don’t feel 
particularly blessed when 
I’m cleaning up dog poo. 
However, with one or two 
rascally exceptions, I have 
come to see the presence 
of the animals as a means 
of God’s grace; a blessing 
for the people. 
 

“Blessed are you, Lord our 
God, in all your creatures! 
Amen.” 
Pastor Jeff 
 

 



Adult Small 
Groups   

Bridge Club: 
Contact: Byrdie 
Lorenz 

Bridge Club will meet on Nov. 4 at 
8:00 p.m. in members homes. Call 
Byrdie for information. 
 

Building Nesters:  
Contacts: Shawn & Amy Brown 
We will meet this month on 
Thursday, Nov. 3 and Nov. 17 at 
6:30 p.m.  
 

Closer Walk Class:  
Contact: Janet Blocher  
Come join in this discussion based 
class to further your faith walk.  The 
group meets in Room 225 at 9:00 
a.m. - a perfect growth opportunity 
for people who attend the 
contemporary worship service!  
Currently, the group is studying the 
book, "How to Read the Bible."  All 
are welcome to join in this thought 
provoking study on Sunday.   

Dining Disciples: Contacts: Marlene 
Goodenow/Karen Stahle/Sally Moser  
For fun and fellowship, join Dining 
Disciples. Groups of singles and 
married couples meet in homes or 
restaurants for a meal about 4 times 
a year. What a great way to get to 
know each other.  
 

Hand and Foot Card Club:  
Contact: Jean Balser  
The group usually meets the first 
Friday of each month. Next meeting 
is Nov. 4 at 7:00 p.m.   
 

IMPACT Service Group (Serving 
Claremont Residents):  
Contact: Becki Hollenbaugh  
IMPACT is a service group that 
meets at Claremont Retirement 
Village. Join them Wednesdays, 
Nov. 9 & 23 at 7:30 p.m.  
 

Keen Adult Bible Study:  
Contact: Bob Jacobson 
Join them in the Fellowship Hall 
(room 136) at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday 
mornings.  
 

LinWomen Online:  
Contact: Sharon Valade 
This is an online group for women to 
chat, encourage, and share spiritual 
concerns with other busy women. 

You can write as much as you want, 
respond to others, give new 
information, and share joys and 
concerns. 
 

Linworth Campers: 
Contacts: Ian & Jean Davidson 
The camping season is over for 
another year.  If you’re interested in 
this hospitable group, contact the 
Davidsons.  
 

Men’s Before-Work Spiritual 
Sharing Group:  
Contact: Mike Smeltzer  
The Men’s Breakfast Group meets 
on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday 
mornings at First Watch Restaurant 
at 7:00 a.m. Join us on Tuesdays, 
Nov. 8 & 22. 
 

Mom’s Study:  
Contact: Andrea Orofino  
Mom's Group meets twice a month 
from 6:30-8:00 p.m.  Everyone is 
welcomed. Topics are stand alone. 
Individuals can sign up to lead the 
group on a topic of their choice. It 
could be a short video, an article 
from the paper, questions from a pot, 
a poem or another idea.  This would 
allow anyone to come with no 
planning ahead of time. Watch the 
bulletin for exact dates and topics.  
See you soon. 
 

MOPS (Mothers Of PreSchoolers): 
(A Christian group for mothers with 
children ages birth through 
kindergarten)  
Contacts:  Diane Hamilton & Maria 
Del Regno. 
Find faith-based support and 
friendship with other mothers of 
children from infant through 
Kindergarten.  Our  meetings are on 
Nov. 14 & 28 from 9:30 -11:30 a.m.  
Childcare provided. 
 

Peace in the House:  
Contacts: Celeste Thomas & Cathy 
Lowry 
This group supports you finding and 
maintaining peace with yourself, 
peace with God, and peace with 
others.   Join us on Nov. 2 & 16 at 
6:30 p.m. in the Library.  
 

Searchers:  
Contact: Doug Stahle 
Meets in the Fellowship Hall (room 
138) at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday 

mornings for thought provoking and 
stimulating discussion on a number 
of religious issues.  
 

Shawl Ministry:  
Contacts: Marilyn Pohlman & Jean 
Davidson 
More than 270 shawls already have 
been presented to those in pain.  
You don’t have to knit to be involved. 
Call a contact to get connected. 
 

Stephen Ministry:  
Contact: Sandy Apicella 
We meet the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays.  
October meetings are Nov. 1 & 15 at 
7:00 p.m. in the Library and room 
225.   
  

Thursday Morning Bible Study: 
Contact: Lea Elshoff 
The Thursday morning Bible Study 
group is continuing a study using the 
Adult Bible Study series.  It is 
normally a Sunday morning study but 
we wanted to focus on books of the 
Bible and this study included 
readings from Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, and 
Matthew with added background 
included for each of those books.  It 
is a quarterly study so we will be 
using the study book for 
approximately 12 or more weeks.  
We began the series on September 
25 but you would be welcome to join 
us at any time.  We meet each 
Thursday from 10:00 - 11:30 a.m., 
and are a small but dedicated group 
of women who continue to grow in 
the love of Christ and create 
community.  Come and see. 
 

Women's Bible Study:  
Contact: Jeanne Byers 
Join us as we continue a study on 
the Book of Philippians- God's guide 
to joy!  We will continue on with the 
first 12 chapters from the Book of 
Acts - God moves in the early 
church.  No matter where you are in 
your journey of faith, come and be a 
part of this wonderful fellowship of 
women. We meet on Sundays at 
10:00 a.m. in room 210. 
 
If you need a phone number or email 
for a contact person for an event or 
group, please contact the church 
office (336-8485). 



Children’s News 
Alisha Meacham 
(ameacham@linworthumc.org) 
Director of Children’s Ministries, 
LUMC  

 

Linworth Children's Center 
Holiday Gift Fest and Craft Show 
Friday, November 4 and Saturday, 
November 5 - 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
It's not too early to do your holiday 
shopping!  Arts/crafts items, baked 
goods, and a lunch sale.  Also, free 
Santa pictures on Saturday only, 
11:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.  Come and 
join us!   

Club 56 News... 
Due to the Thanksgiving holiday, 
Club 56 will meet one time in 
November. Join the group on Nov. 
13 from 4:30 - 6:00 p.m. Remember, 
friends are always welcome!  
Contact Jenifer Wynne or Rob 
Ciccotelli for more info and to receive 
the Club 56 newsletter.   

Looking Ahead... 
The Family Advent Festival will be on 
Dec. 3 from 9:00 -11:00 a.m.  The 
Children's Musical,  "iHope 
Christmas" will follow the festival 
beginning at 11:15 a.m.  Volunteers 
and donations are needed for the 
festival.  Look for the posted sign-up 
boards. 
  
Questions about Children's 
Ministries? Contact Alisha Meacham,  
 
  
Southside Settlement House 
Did you know that Church of All 
People, one of our District Mission 
Centers. has taken over the 
programs of the Southside 
Settlement House and is feeding  
over 500 people a week?    They 
serve a hot lunch Monday through 
Friday at St. Lads Catholic Church 
across from Clair UMC Food Pantry.     
The Saturday meals are provided by 
several United Methodist churches.  
Linworth United Methodist Women 
and the Linworth Youth Group are 
providing and serving the meal on 
the second Saturday of each month.  
 
 

Welcoming and 
Connecting News 
Brian Gath, Associate Pastor 
(bgath@linworthumc.org) 
 

Are you a member? 
   There is an old saying about a 
farmer’s bacon and egg breakfast.  
For that breakfast, the chicken is 
involved… and the pig is committed.  
Both have made critical contributions 
to the meal but their level of 
participation and sacrifice isn’t 
comparable. 
    Linworth United Methodist Church 
wants people to think of us as their 
church no matter how involved they 
are.  Even if they worship once or 
twice a year we want them to feel 
welcome and free to be part of any of 
our ministries in the hope that 
someday they will discover the love 
God has for them.  Once they’ve 
discovered God, we believe they will 
begin the process of moving from 
being involved to being committed. 
    When a person is committed to 
Linworth and the ministries God is 
leading through our congregation 
they are no longer a bystander 
observing, they are no longer a 
participant primarily receiving.  They 
have become sacrificial servant 
leaders who offer themselves to God 
in mission and ministry. 
    If you’d like more information 
about how you might commit to 
Linworth by becoming a member of 
this congregation, please make plans 
to come to the next Discover 
Linworth class, November 6 at  
12:30 p.m.  Contact Pastor Brian 
(bgath@linworthumc.org) to reserve 
your spot. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth News 
Seth Rowe 
(srowe@linworthumc.org) 
Director of Youth Ministries 
 

Thank You Garage Sale 
Volunteers 
Linworth Youth Fellowship would like 
to say “thank you” to all the 
volunteers who made this fall's 
Garage Sale a huge success! From 
those who helped with setup, to 
those who worked the Sale itself, to 
those who helped clean it all up, 
thanks for all your hard work! A 
special thanks to the Linworthys for 
all their help throughout the week 
and our beloved kitchen crew! Great 
work, everyone! As you know, the 
Garage Sale allows the youth 
ministry at Linworth to serve all sorts 
of people. This month we will be 
serving brunch at the Southside 
Settlement House. In February, we 
will serve breakfast at the Church for 
All People on Parsons Ave. These 
are just a few of the great service 
opportunities we are able to 
experience due to everyone's hard 
work at the Garage Sale. Thanks for 
making it possible!  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Thank 
You! 

 



 
 
 

Linworth Children’s Center  
www.linworthcc.org 

 

Box Tops For Education 
Linworth Children’s Center is 
saving Box Tops for Education.  
Clip them and put them in the box 
marked, “Box Tops For Education,” 
located across from the church 
office on the first floor and on 
several of the bulletin boards.  LCC 
receives 10 cents for every one 
collected.  Thanks for your help 
with this LCC fund raising project. 

 
 

 
Safety Fact of the Month 

 
We had 15 persons in the Linworth 
family take advantage of the CPR/
AED training that was offered by 
our First Aid Kit Team. If you 
wanted to attend, but had conflicts, 
call the church office (336-8485) or 
contact Linda Huffenberger to get 
your name on the class list for the 
next training event. 

 
Have you found the location 
of the AED unit? 

 
It is located in the lobby, beside the 
window closest to the hallway. 
Take time to find the unit. You may 
save a life! 

 
 
 
 

Linworthys News  
(the 55 and over group)  
Contacts: Doug Stahle  

and Chuck Kemp 
 

Meeting Tuesday, Nov. 15 (note--
3rd Tuesday) at 11:30 a.m. This 
meeting is a combination of 
November and December, a 
celebration of Thanksgiving and 
Christmas.  A time to count our 
blessings, and prepare our hearts 
and minds for the birth of our Lord 
and Savior.  Our celebration 
luncheon is complimentary--just 
come and enjoy.   Please consider 
bringing canned goods or non 
perishable items for the LUMC food 
pantry.  Scheduled program: "The 
Clintonville Mother Singers."   
Perhaps Santa will drop in, but as 
we all know this is the start of his 
extremely busy season.  Your 
Linworthys Board wishes you all a 
Happy Thanksgiving  and a 
blessed Merry Christmas!!   

Thanks to all our Linworthys who 
participated in the LUMC Garage 
Sales.   

Mark Your Calendars!! 
December 27-28 -- Dickens 
Village/Oglebay Bus Trip. 
Cost $100 per person, based on 
double occupancy. Reservations 
due by December 13. (No refunds 
after  December 20.) 
This is our schedule— 
Day 1. 11:00 a.m., leave LUMC. 11:10 
a.m.  to 12:15 p.m., Tommy's Pizza 
lunch; 1:30 p.m., arrive Comfort Inn 
Cambridge; 1:35 p.m.,  History of 
Dicken's Victorian Village; 1:40 p.m., 
Dicken's  Victorian Village Driving 
Tour; 2:00 p.m.,  Dicken's Welcome 
Center/Ye Old Curiosity Shoppe; 2:30 
p.m., Cambridge Main Street;  5:00 
p.m., Wheeling Park Buffet;  6:30 p.m., 
Oglebay Festival of Lights tour; 8:30 
p.m.,  Courthouse Holiday Light Show; 
9:15 p.m.,  Comfort Inn Cambridge.  
Day 2. 8:00 a.m. breakfast on your 
own or free Continental Breakfast in 
lobby;  10:00 a.m. depart Comfort Inn. 
11:30 a.m. arrive LUMC.  
Checks payable to the Linworthys. 
For additional info--contact Donna 
Hughes. 

Get Involved 
with Social 
Concerns 

  
The Open Shelter 
Meal will be 
prepared 
beginning at 8:00 
a.m. on Tuesday, 

Nov. 8, in the church kitchen. If you 
can help, contact Roy & Arlean 
Sudhoff. 
 
The Rebecca’s House meal will be 
prepared at 11:00 a.m. on 
Tuesday, Nov. 8, in the church 
kitchen. Call Roy & Arlean Sudhoff 
if you need information. If you 
would like to help serve the meal, 
contact Celeste Thomas. 
 
The Community Thanksgiving 
Dinner  will be on Thursday, Nov. 
24 from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.  Please 
join us for a great holiday meal.  
The church will furnish turkey, 
gravy and drink.  Bring a potluck 
dish and enjoy.  Call Esther Hunter 
for details.   
 
The Red Cross Blood Mobile will 
return to LUMC on Saturday, Nov. 
19 from 8:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
 
NEW! Mission Weekend       
Opportunities 
Saturday, Nov. 5, 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 
p.m. at Community Kitchen.  
(Volunteers must be at least 12 
years old.)  
Saturday, Nov. 12, from 9:00 a.m. 
- 5:00 p.m. at “Awaken the City”, 
Hyde Park UMC.  Deadline for 
registration is Sunday, Nov. 6.  
(Volunteers must be at least 12 
years old. 
 
If you are interested in any of these 
one-day mission experiences, call 
Esther Hunter (336-8485, ext. 231 
or ehunter37@yahoo.com) or sign 
up in the Lobby. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social 
Concerns 

Contact: Esther  
Hunter 



Mission Board 
Meeting 
Contact: Sue 
Gabel 
First Monday of 
every month. Next 
meeting is Nov. 7 
at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 
Evening Circle 

Contacts: Linda Higgins & Sue 
Bowen 
On Monday, Nov. 21, the Evening 
Circle will have their annual Pledge 
Service .  In addition to the Pledge 
Service for 2012,  this is the time 
we will collect the Thank Offerings 
for 2011. The LUMW Pledge 
offerings and Thank Offerings help 
us fund various missions.  Jane  
Pierce will lead the devotions.   The 
hostess for the evening is Kathy 
Balakrishnan. 
 

Fellowship Day Circle  
Contacts: Nancy Zimmerman & 
Mary Lynn Jacobson 
Meets the 2nd Tuesday, Nov. 8 at 
9:30 a.m.  Join us for the Pledge 
Service and Thank Offerings.    

MOPS 
Contacts: Diane Hamilton & Maria 
Del Regno 
Meet on Mondays, Nov. 14 & 28. 
MOPS is a faith-based group for 
women with children from birth 
through Kindergarten, who meet 
twice a month (Sept.-May) for 
support, friendship and growth as 
parents. Moms do not need to 
attend Linworth (or any church) to 
participate. This year we'll explore 
"Mom-Sense,” embracing the 
unique parenting skills God gave 
us for our specific children! During 
meetings, kids can attend 
MOPPETS childcare.  
 

LinWomen Online 
Contacts: Sharon Valade & Karen 
Wood 
This is an online group for women 
to chat, encourage, and share 
spiritual concerns with other busy 
women. You can write as much as 
you want, respond to others, give 

new information, and share joys 
and concerns.   
 

Service Circle 
Contact: Lea Elshoff 
Normally meeting the fourth Friday 
morning of the month. Sandwich 
making in the church kitchen for 
Faith Mission. This month, because 
of Thanksgiving, join us on Nov. 18 
at 9:30 a.m. in the Kitchen. 
 

Mission Project Help 
During the month of November we 
are collecting caps, hats, gloves/
mittens for New Life UMC. Our 
collection of used postage stamps, 
Campbell’s Soup labels, used 
reading glasses, and pop can tabs 
is continuous! Please place all of 
these items in the UMW – Club 56 
cupboard opposite the Church 
Office, or they may be brought to 
any Circle or Board meeting. Thank 
you for your ongoing support. 

 
 
 
 
 

125 Years  
Linworth UMC 

Honoring the Past 
Celebrating the Present 

Shaping the Future 
1887-2012 

 

Save the following dates for 
Linworth’s Anniversary 

Celebrations!   
 

⇒ January 8, 2012: Kick Off 
Celebration 

⇒ March 4, 2012:  Church 
Potluck & Play (LUMC 
Beginnings) 

 

⇒ June 17, 2012: Outdoor 
Worship and Picnic (1800’s 
style!) 

 

⇒ September 16, 2012: 
“Homecoming” Worship 
Service @ all 3 services 

 

 
Calling 
All 
Artistic 
Talent! 
As you may know, 
2012 marks Linworth United 
Methodist Church's 125th 
Anniversary!   
 

We have some wonderful events 
planned for the year, and one of 
them is a year-long installation of 
art done by the folks of our 
congregation.  Whether your 
creative gift is painting, sculpting, 
woodworking, drawing, pottery, 
sewing, paper crafts...we want you 
to help us celebrate the 
anniversary by decorating the 
church with art!  The artwork may 
be inspired by the 125th 
anniversary, something spiritual to 
you, or just the church in general. 
 

The items will be displayed 
throughout the building beginning 
in January, with the option to 
include your piece in a silent 
auction in September.  The 
proceeds from this event will go 
towards our debt reduction.  
 

Would you be willing to consider 
how you can use your creative 
talent to contribute to this project?  
If so, please contact Julie Yeater. 
 
 

Contact:  
Angela Pucher  
 linworthfusion@ 
gmail.com 
 

 
A Group for 

Young Adults 
(students, young working adults,  
young marrieds, and singles) 
 

We are a community of Young 
Adults encouraging one another to 
grow in our relationship with Jesus 
Christ, living out our faith by 
serving others with the love of 
Jesus Christ. Join us on Nov. 10 at 
7:00 p.m. in room 228. 
 
 

UMW 
Women’s 
Ministries 



Stephen Ministers  
Are There to Care 

Lonely? Experiencing a difficult 
time?  Don't suffer alone! Our 
Stephen Ministers are trained 
caregivers, ready to listen, care for 
and encourage you, pray with and 
for you, and help you through a 
crisis or difficult time. To find out 
more, talk with Sandy Apicella, 
Janet Enck, or Cheryn Houston. 
Our Stephen Ministers are "there to 
care." 
 

 
Membership  
News: 
 

 
 Births:  Cayden Knox Johnson, 
son of Curtis & Julie Kathleen 
Johnson.  Great grandparents are 
Irene and Edward Walker. 
 
Deaths:  Helen Badger 
    Anna Brown 
 
 
NEW Young Adult Group  
Meet other people your age. Find 
out how this new ministry can help 
you get through the first ten years 
of being on your own. Join us on 
Wednesday, November 9, at 7:30 
p.m. in room 228. Questions? 
Contact Pastor Brian Gath 
(bgath@linworthumc.org or 336-
8485, ext. 218). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
IT’S THE MOST WONDERFUL 

TIME OF THE YEAR!  
 
Linworth United Methodist 
Women’s 9th Annual Cookie Sale 
Saturday, Dec. 3 from 8:30 a.m. to 
NOON It’s time once again to get 
out the recipe books and bake, 
bake, bake and pray, pray, pray.   
 

Sign-up sheets for cookie baking 
and helping during the Sale will be 
in the hallway all of November.   
 

You are asked to bring your 
donated cookies to the Church on 
Friday, Dec. 2.  We will be setting 
up for the Sale between 4:00 & 
7:00 p.m.   
 

This is a wonderful opportunity for 
everyone to be involved.  It’s 
something everyone loves, and 
remember ….. EVERY DOLLAR 
MADE GOES DIRECTLY TO 
MISSIONS. Contact is Jean 
Davidson. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Need a unique 
Christmas gift idea?   
 
How about purchasing an 
animal (chicken, duck, sheep, pig) 
or tree for Heifer International 
Projects or new hats and 
gloves for New Life Church 
in honor of a loved one?  
The Missions Committee 
will again be selling Alternative 
Christmas “donation gifts,” 
priced from $5 - $25 and 
up, after each service (10-
10:30 & 11-11:30 a.m.) 
starting Dec. 4 to Dec. 18.  Look 
for our table in the hallway 
outside the Worship Center 
during those 3 Sundays.  
Contact Linda Mrukowski 
with questions.  
 

  
 

November 
Dates to Remember 

 
4-5—LCC Gift Fest 

 
6—Daylight Saving Time ends 

 
14—Laos Dinner meeting with  

Bishop Ough 
 

18-20—Youth Fall Retreat 
 

19—Red Cross Blood Drive 
 

21—Church Conference @ 
Riverside UMC 

 
24—Community Thanksgiving 

Dinner 
 

24-25—Offices Closed 
 

27—1st Sunday in Advent 



 

  Missions Update 
 

2011 Thanksgiving 
Offering Designated  
Missions Team has 
selected Habitat for 

Humanity and Cherokee UMC for 
our Thanksgiving Offering.  
 

Habitat for Humanity - Linworth 
United Methodist Church is 
engaged with the Columbus 
Habitat for Humanity through the 
Hilliard Adopt a House 
organization. Steve Beard leads 
this personal ministry for Linworth 
United Methodist Church. Our effort 
is combined with six other churches 
in our area. The ministry serves the 
Columbus Community as well as 
other areas affected by natural 
disasters.  
 

Cherokee Mission – The mission 
provides emergency assistance to 
120 families facing hardships; 
wood for heating and cooking fuel 
to 200 families; counseling and 
support to 80 people struggling with 
addiction; food drops totaling over 
50 tons of produce for the 
community; an inclusive, culturally 
sensitive church environment for 
over 60 indigenous families, and an 
outreach program to include more.  
 

Report from Mission Trip To Laos 
Beth and Joel Rabb spent about 9 
days meeting with members of the 
Lao Samphan Church. Their travels 
took them to the Annual 
Conference on September 30 
presided over by Bishop Ough and 
Missonary Beverly Barte.  Lao 
pastors were confirmed, appointed 
to their churches and installed in 
their leadership roles. Through an 
interpreter, they talked with two 
women pastors about how the 
flooding made travel difficult and 
their success with goats, pigs, and 
green farming. On October 2nd, 
they participated in World Wide 
Communion on Sunday. It was 
moving to watch one of the first 
Methodist pastors in Laos conduct 
the ceremony and provide 
communion to Bishop Ough. The 

children sang in the service. Lao 
children singing in church is not all 
that different from children singing  
here in the US. They visited various 
congregations around Vientiane 
and witnessed healing ceremonies 
performed by Bishop Ough. They 
visited the various self help projects 
including sewing, mushrooms, and 
ducks. They discussed reports of 
green rice farming, pigs and goats. 
The Methodist Women run these 
projects. They discussed with 
Bishop Ough, Rev. Joyce Frye, and 
Rev. John Nuessle potential ways 
to support the ministry in Laos. On 
October 4th, they traveled by van 
12 hours from Vientiane to Luang 
Prabang.  On October 5th , they 
traveled by speed boat to visit two 
villages in Odomxai Province. On 
the speed boat to Odomxai, they 
traveled down the Mekong at 35 
miles an hour for an hour and a 
half. They observed the river traffic, 
the villages on bluffs above the 
river, and the fields planted on 
steep hillsides. The villages usually 
sit on high bluffs about 150 ft. 
above the Mekong River. The 
houses were made of bamboo and 
thatched roofs. The only 
transportation connection these 
villages have is the river. So all the 
crops are carried a bag at a time 
down the slippery slopes to the 
river to be loaded on small boats 
for shipment to a central market. In 
Village At Lan the stairs are not yet 
constructed due to the rainy 
season in progress. They listened 
to the discussion about where to 
put the stairs and how long they 
would be.  In the second village we 
walked on the stairway with broad 
easy steps to walk on. On October 
6th , they traveled from Luang 
Prabang across the Mekong by a 
ferry that lugged our van and a 
dozen passengers. The van 
extended perpendicular across the 
ferry as it motored across the 
muddy Mekong. When we reached 
the other side the van driver revved 
up the van engine so that it would 
make it up the steep bank of the 

river. All was well for about three 
miles until we reached a bridge that 
was impassable by the van. The 
van and Beth returned to Luang 
Prabang. Beverly, Pastor 
Khammouan, Xue Lang and Joel 
hitched a ride in the back of a pick 
up to the village. They arrived with 
just enough daylight to see where a 
team from the East Ohio 
Conference did construction on a 
village school. They met the 
teachers, the village chief, the chief 
of police and pastor Khampuey. 
They convened in Pastor 
Khampuey’s home where he 
informed them that Clint had been 
there twice when he visited Laos. 
The next day was a sad parting 
from our Methodist Colleagues in 
Laos. We had a nice breakfast 
together and reminisced our time 
together. Pastor Khampuey left to 
go back to his village. Beverly, 
Pastor Khammouan, and Xue Lang 
boarded the van driven by Jean 
Paul and headed back to Vientiane. 
Joel and Beth spent the rest of the 
day and part of the next sight-
seeing in Luang Prabang. 
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