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December
Worship Schedule

December 4

2nd Sunday of Advent
Rev. Rae Lynn Schleif
8:45 a.m.—Traditional
10:15 a.m.—Children’s
Musical

11:30 a.m.—Traditional

December 11

3rd Sunday of Advent
Rev. Jeffery Dunn

8:45 & 11:30 am.—
Chancel Choir Cantata
10:15 a.m.—Contemporary

December 18

4th Sunday of Advent

Dr. Eugene Folden

8:45 a.m. —Traditional
10:15 a.m.—Contemporary
11:30 a.m.—Traditional

December 24
Christmas Eve

4:30 p.m. Family Setting
(Kid friendly)

6:30 p.m. Contemporary
9:00 p.m. Lessons &
Carols

11:00 p.m. Candlelight &
Communion

25 Christmas Day

Rev. Rae Lynn Schleif
11:00 a.m.—Christmas
Service (only one service)

From the Desk of Pastor Rae Lynn

The name of the book we are
studying this Advent season,
(a mere four week study on
Monday evenings from
November 28 through
December 18), is Advent
Conspiracy, Can Christmas
Still Change the World? The
study topics are: 1-Worship
Fully, 2-Spend Less, 3-Give
More, and 4-Love All. And
yes, it is very similar to the
book Christmas-- It's Not Your
Birthday by Michael Slaughter
that | used as a resource for
the two week series this past
month, “Taking Back
Christmas.” | am excited
about a group of us coming
together to study, share and
let God’s Word lead us into a
different place this Christmas
and Christmases for the rest
of our lives!

I love the season of Advent
and Christmas, the
excitement, sounds of the
Christmas carols, the
festivities and decorations. All
this extravagance shows our
love thanking God for God'’s
gift of a Savior born to us. |
have given thanks to God
repeatedly the past several
weeks as more than a few of
you have come to me and
shared with me how you have
decided to “take back
Christmas.” | wish all of you
could hear what | am hearing
from you. Please continue to
share with me and also share
with each other what you are
planning to do differently this
year.

Into the midst of my writing
this letter a fellow came into

the office looking for
assistance. Esther Hunter is
most often the first responder,
but she is part time on our
staff and not always present
when folks amble in, troubled
and needing help. | asked
this man what kind of help he
needed and he said, “Food, a
place to stay.” He lost his
truck driving job several
weeks ago and he and his
wife are living out of their car.
| opened the cupboards of our
small food pantry we keep on
hand and most of our food
was gone. | remembered that
Esther told me a family had
come in on Saturday, just two
days ago and they cleaned
out what we had. | checked
the bottom cupboards marked
“New Life” meant for New Life
United Methodist Church and
| found food! The problem
was that most of this food was
in cans and he and his wife
are living out of the car, with
no way to open the cans and
no source to heat the food.

We scrounged some more
and deeper in the bags we
found peanut butter, crackers,
almonds, cereal, juice boxes,
enough for a couple of days. |
invited him to come back
tomorrow when Esther will be
in, and then | invited him to
come back on Thursday when
we are hosting a
Thanksgiving meal with all the
trimmings. | asked his name
and shared with him a source
| had received about a place
that is hiring truck drivers. |
wait now to see if he will
return.

Mr. E, | will call him, to protect
his anonymity, was not the
typical person that | have
experienced over the years
that comes into the church
with a story to tell and patent
answers to my questions.
This fellow looked tired. He
was quiet. He did not give
many details or embellish a
story. He was almost
embarrassed.

God’s word of grace to Mr. E
and his wife comes through
our actions. The one who
was born into our world as the
Savior of the world was born
“on the road.” | suspect that if
Mary and Joseph would have
traveled by car from Nazareth
to Bethlehem they would not
have spent the night in the
innkeeper’s barn, but would
have spent it in the car. |
suspect she would have had
her baby in that car. | have a
nice home and an income that
allows me to stay in
comfortable hotels. | am
treating myself this February
to a vacation in Cancun, (a
first for me) to get respite from
the winter doldrums. | am
thankful for my comforts, yet |
am mindful of God’s
challenges.

| can do more. | can give
more of my time and of my
finances. | can love more.
And | expect God to keep me
challenged, to keep the needs
of others always before my
eyes, so that | never stop
responding to people. Thatis
who we all are, people, God’s
people whether we are

(continued on page 8)



§ Adult Small
.- Groups

Bridge Club:
_ Contact: Byrdie

Lorenz
Bridge Club will meet on Dec. 2 at
8:00 p.m. in member’s homes. Call
Byrdie for information.

Building Nesters:

Contacts: Shawn & Amy Brown
We will meet this month on
Thursday, Dec. 15 at 6:30 p.m.

Closer Walk Class:

Contact: Janet Blocher

Come join in this discussion based
class to further your faith walk. The
group meets in room 225 at 9:00
a.m. - a perfect growth opportunity
for people who attend the
contemporary worship service!
Currently, the group is studying the
book, "How to Read the Bible." All
are welcome to join in this thought
provoking study on Sunday.

Dining Disciples: Contacts: Marlene
Goodenow/Karen Stahle/Sally Moser
For fun and fellowship, join Dining
Disciples. Groups of singles and
married couples meet in homes or
restaurants for a meal about 4 times
a year. What a great way to get to
know each other.

Hand and Foot Card Club:
Contact: Jean Balser

The group usually meets the first
Friday of each month. Next meeting
is Dec. 2 at 7:00 p.m.

IMPACT Service Group (Serving
Claremont Residents):

Contact: Becki Hollenbaugh
IMPACT is a service group that
meets at Claremont Retirement
Village. Join them Wednesdays,
Dec. 14 & 28 at 7:30 p.m.

Keen Adult Bible Study:

Contact: Bob Jacobson

Join them in the Fellowship Hall
(room 136) at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday
mornings.

LinWomen Online:

Contact: Sharon Valade

This is an online group for women to
chat, encourage, and share spiritual
concerns with other busy women.
You can write as much as you want,

respond to others, give new
information, and share joys and
concerns.

Linworth Campers:

Contacts: lan & Jean Davidson
The camping season is over for
another year. If you're interested in
this hospitable group, contact the
Davidsons.

Men’s Before-Work Spiritual
Sharing Group:

Contact: Mike Smeltzer

The Men'’s Breakfast Group meets
on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday
mornings at First Watch Restaurant
(Worthington) at 7:00 a.m. Join us on
Tuesdays, Dec. 13 & 27.

Mom’s Study:
Contact: Andrea Orofino

Mom's Group meets twice a month
from 6:30-8:00 p.m. Everyone is
welcomed. Topics are stand alone.
Individuals can sign up to lead the
group on a topic of their choice. It
could be a short video, an article
from the paper, questions from a pot,
a poem or another idea. This would
allow anyone to come with no
planning ahead of time. Watch the
bulletin for exact dates and topics.
See you soon.

MOPS (Mothers Of PreSchoolers):
(A Christian group for mothers with
children ages birth through
kindergarten)

Contacts: Diane Hamilton & Maria
Del Regno.

Find faith-based support and
friendship with other mothers of
children from infant through
Kindergarten. Our meeting is on
Dec. 12 from 9:30 -11:30 a.m.
Childcare provided.

Peace in the House:

Contacts: Celeste Thomas & Cathy
Lowry

This group supports you finding and
maintaining peace with yourself,
peace with God, and peace with
others. Join us on Dec. 7 & 21 at
6:30 p.m. in the Library.

Searchers:

Contact: Doug Stahle

Meets in the Fellowship Hall (room
138) at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday
mornings for thought provoking and

stimulating discussion on a number
of religious issues.

Shawl Ministry:

Contacts: Marilyn Pohlman & Jean
Davidson

More than 270 shawls already have
been presented to those in pain.

You don’t have to knit to be involved.
Call a contact to get connected.

Stephen Ministry:

Contact: Sandy Apicella

We meet the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays.
October meetings are Dec. 6 & 20 at
7:00 p.m. in the Library and room
225.

Thursday Morning Bible Study:
Contact: Lea Elshoff

The Thursday morning Bible Study
group is continuing a study using the
Adult Bible Study series. lItis
normally a Sunday morning study but
we wanted to focus on books of the
Bible and this study included
readings from Proverbs,
Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, and
Matthew with added background
included for each of those books. It
is a quarterly study so we will be
using the study book for several
more weeks. Feel free to join us at
any time. In December we will only
meet on Dec. 8 from 10:00 - 11:30
a.m.

Women's Bible Study:

Contact: Jeanne Byers

Join us as we continue a study on
the Book of Philippians - God's guide
to joy! We will continue on with the
first 12 chapters from the Book of
Acts - God moves in the early
church. No matter where you are in
your journey of faith, come and be a
part of this wonderful fellowship of
women. We meet on Sundays at
10:00 a.m. in room 210.

If you need a phone number or email
for a contact person for an event or
group, please contact the church
office (336-8485).




Children’s News

Alisha Meacham
(ameacham@linworthumc.org)
Director of Children’s Ministries,
LUMC

Family Advent Festival

Saturday, Dec. 3, 9:00 -11:15 a.m.
Please join us for a morning of
holiday fun! We will have a pancake
breakfast, crafts for the kids, and
pictures with Santa. Don't forget to
get your baked goods from the UMW
Cookie Sale during the festival. The
children's musical, "iHope Christmas'
will be presented in the worship
center at 11:15 a m. Tickets prices
are: $10.00 per family (max 5
people) or adults & children are
$5.00 each. You may purchase your
tickets in the LUMC or LCC offices.
If you are interested in helping at the
festival, please sign up on the board
located in the church lobby. Hope to
see you there!

Club 56 news...

All Club 56 families are invited to
share some holiday cheer with the
people of the Trillium on Sunday,
December 11 from 4:30-6:00 p.m.
There will be singing, crafting, and a
devotion together. If your family
can't attend, Club 56 children are still
welcome to come enjoy the fun.
Friends are always welcome too!
Contact Jenifer Wynne or Rob
Ciccotelli for more details regarding
Club 56. Happy Holidays!

Sunday School during the 8:45
a.m. service

There is Sunday School available for
children preschool -1st grade and
2nd-6th grade during the 8:45 a.m.
service on Sundays. Childcare for
the younger children is also available
in the nursery. Please contact Alisha
if you have any questions.

Welcoming and
Connecting News

Brian Gath, Associate Pastor
(bgath@linworthumc.org)

Your chance to help someone
connect.

Advent is upon us and as people
begin to prepare their hearts to
receive the gift of Christ this
Christmas we will see lots of people
in worship for the first time or for the
first time in a long time.

This is a great opportunity for us to
share the love of Christ and help

someone connect (or connect more
deeply) with God through Linworth.

Over the next few weeks consider:

- Having a conversation with
someone who's hame you don't
know. With more than 800 members
in three different services, we all
struggle with names. If you think you
may have met before say so. If they
are new, they'll correct you.

- Wearing your name tag - it breaks
down barriers and makes connection
easier. If you need a name tag,
contact the office
(info@linworthumc.org).

- Sitting in a different seat. You'll be
amazed how a different location will
open you up to all kinds of new
relationships.

- Sitting in a less desirable seat. As
the Worship Center fills up, there are
fewer "good" places for our guests to
sit. If you are able, move to the
middle of a row or sit in the front.

- Inviting someone to join you or your
family for worship and then to join
you for coffee or brunch afterwards.
Be sure to make plans to meet them
before the service, so you can guide
them into the building and introduce
them to others.

Youth News

Seth Rowe
(srowe@linworthumc.org)

Director of Youth Ministries

For the past five years, the students
in the youth ministry at Linworth
UMC have sponsored a Kenyan girl
named Lokeyanan Ekuwom through
World Vision. With the prayers and
weekly financial donations of our
students, Lokeyanan was able to
attend school, receive medical
attention and enjoy tremendously
improved nutrition. We just received
the wonderful news that World Vision
has accomplished all their
established goals in Lokeyanan's
community! These goals included
building additional schools and four
health clinics, drilling water wells,
providing HIV and AIDS awareness
and prevention education, and
training farmers in improved farming
practices that are producing high
crop yields now and will also in the
future. Lokeyanan and her entire
community are now living a much
healthier life with a promising future
and the students here at Linworth
UMC were a part of that! Although
we are sad to say goodbye to
Lokeyanan, we are thrilled that her
future looks bright!

Congratulations to Seth & Julie
Rowe on the birth of their son, Ezra
James, born on November 21, 2011.
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Linworth Children’s Center
www.linworthcc.org

614-336-9559
Anna Lambert, Director

Congratulations to Brandon &
Anna Lambert on the birth of their
daughter, Brooklyn Anna, on
November 30, 2011, and to big
sister Addison!

Merry Christmas from your Staff!

Pastor Rae Lyrw
Pastor Gene
Pastor Jeff
Pastor Briowv
Amy Blosser
Johuwv Orr
LoriWalls
Tomv Cook
JimKilgore
Alisha Meachamy
Sethv Rowe
Annav Lambert
tsther Hunter
Denise Kilgore
Lisaw Zumpone
Madelyw Seiter
tlieger Molina
Cheryl Helenberger

Linworthys News

(the 55 and over group)

Contacts: Doug Stahle
and Chuck Kemp

Sign on for our Dickens Village/
Oglebay Bus Trip on Tuesday,
December 27 - Wednesday,
December 28 (an overnighter!). Cost
is $100.00 (based on double
occupancy). Open to all church
members and friends. Reservations
are due by December 13. (No refunds
after December 20.) Contact is Donna
Hughes. Checks are payable to:
Linworthys, and mailed to George
Bilderback. Schedule as follows:
11:00 a.m., leave LUMC. 11:10 a.m.
arrive Tommy's Pizza for lunch, leave
at 12:15 p.m. 1:30 p.m., arrive
Comfort Inn Cambridge, we’ll meet
with a costumed guide and drop off
luggage. 1:35 p.m., Dickens step on
guide will provide history of Dickens
Victorian Village and local region. 1:40
p.m., driving tour of Victorian Village
with costumed guide who will provide
interesting facts of village, Main Street,
how the village was started and grown.
2:00 p.m., visit Dickens Welcome
Center/Ye Ole Curiosity Shoppe.
Costumed volunteers to share stories
and photos of Dickens. We'll learn how
the Dickens display was created. We
can don Victorian costumes and pose
for a picture with Charles Dickens, plus
shopping for souvenirs. 2:30 p.m.,
Cambridge Main Street, explore
streetscape, historic architecture,
eclectic shops and eateries. Option,
you can take a stroll and read plaques
at base of the 80 Dickens scenes. At
3:30 p.m., depart Cambridge to travel
to Wheeling, WV for a 5:00 p.m.
Wheeling Park Buffet. Menu is roast
beef, chicken, veggies, potato salad,
desserts, rolls & butter and beverage.
6:30 p.m., Oglebay Festival of Lights.
Guide will step on bus with facts and
history. The tour is 45 minutes long.
8:30 p.m., Courthouse Holiday Light
Show with thousands of pulsating
lights in sync with holiday music.
Seating is available on benches in the
lawn or you may remain on bus. Hot
chocolate is available for purchase in
front of courthouse. 9:15 p.m.,
Comfort Inn Cambridge, luggage will
be in your room. Pool open until
midnight, breakfast area available for
card and board players.

Day 2, December 28. 8:00 a.m., on
your own for breakfast. Free
Continental Breakfast available in
lobby starting at 6:00 a.m. There is a
Cracker Barrel across the parking lot in
front of hotel. 9:30 a.m., all luggage on
bus. 10:00 a.m. depart the Comfort
Inn. Arrive at LUMC around noon.

Come on along for an enjoyable trip
with great friends. Open to all. Contact
Donna Hughes to make reservations,

NOTE :There is no general Linworthys
meeting in December.

Get Involved
with Social
Concerns

The Open Shelter

Social Meal will be
Concerns  prepared beginning
Contact: Esther gt 8:00 a.m. on
Hunter

Tuesday, Dec. 13,
in the church
kitchen. If you can help, contact Roy &
Arlean Sudhoff.

The Rebecca’s House meal will be
prepared at 11:00 a.m. on Tuesday,
Dec. 13, in the church kitchen. Call
Roy & Arlean Sudhoff if you need
information. If you would like to help
serve the meal, contact Celeste
Thomas.

Thanks to everyone who donated
blood or helped in any way with the
November 19 Red Cross Blood Drive.

Thank you to everyone who
participated in the weekend mission
trips. You are great!




Mission Board
Meeting

Contact: Sue Gabel
Normally the first
Monday of every
month - we are taking

UMW December off to
Women’s celebrate Christmas.
Ministries UMW Christmas
Celebration

Join us for our Christmas party on
Tuesday, Dec. 13 at 7:00 p.m. The
Con Men will be supplying our musical
entertainment and there will be
refreshments afterwards. Please bring
a layette item for a donation. These
are given to Church Women United
who in turn supply those moms who
are in need. All women and men are
welcome

MOPS

Contacts: Diane Hamilton & Maria
Del Regno

Meet on Monday, Dec. 12. MOPS is a
faith-based group for women with
children from birth through
Kindergarten, who meet twice a month
(Sept.-May) for support, friendship and
growth as parents. Moms do not need
to attend Linworth (or any church) to
participate. This year we'll explore
"Mom-Sense,” embracing the unique
parenting skills God gave us for our
specific children! During meetings, kids
can attend MOPPETS childcare.

LinWomen Online

Contacts: Sharon Valade & Karen
Wood

This is an online group for women to
chat, encourage, and share spiritual
concerns with other busy women. You
can write as much as you want,
respond to others, give new
information, and share joys and
concerns.

Service Circle

Contact: Lea Elshoff

Normally meeting the fourth Friday
morning of the month. Sandwich
making in the church kitchen for Faith
Mission. This month, because of
Christmas, join us on Dec. 16 at 9:30
a.m. in the kitchen.

Mission Project Help
During December we are collecting
disposable diapers and layette items.
Our collection of used postage stamps,
Campbell’'s Soup labels, used reading
glasses, and pop can tabs is
continuous! The collection point is the
UMW-Club 56 cupboard opposite the
church office, or bring them to any
Circle or Board Meeting.

“Our thanks to all of those who made
and bought cookies. We can’t do it
without your help. All money raised
goes to support our various mission
projects.”
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125 Years
Linworth UMC
Honoring the Past
Celebrating the Present
Shaping the Future
1887-2012
Save the following dates for

Linworth’s Anniversary
Celebrations!

January 8, 2012: Kick Off
Celebration

March 4, 2012: Church
Potluck & Play (LUMC
Beqginnings)

June 17, 2012: Outdoor
Worship and Picnic (1800’s
style!)

September 16, 2012:
“‘Homecoming” Worship
Service @ all 3 services

Calling

All o*
Artistic e
Talent! /

As you may

know, 2012 marks
Linworth United Methodist Church's
125th Anniversary!

We have some wonderful events
planned for the year, and one of them
is a year-long installation of art created
by the folks of our congregation.
Whether your creative gift is painting,
sculpting, woodworking, drawing,
pottery, sewing, paper crafts...we want
you to help us celebrate the
anniversary by decorating the church
with art! The artwork may be inspired
by the 125th anniversary, something
spiritual to you, or just the church in
general.

The items will be displayed throughout
the building beginning in January, with
the option to include your piece in a
silent auction in September. The
proceeds from this event will go
towards our debt reduction.

Would you be willing to consider how
you can use your creative talent to
contribute to this project? If so, please
contact Julie Yeater.

- EN

Contact:

Angela Pucher
linworthfusion@
gmail.com

A Group for Young Adults
(students, young working adults, young
marrieds, and singles)

We are a community of Young Adults
encouraging one another to grow in
our relationship with Jesus Christ,
living out our faith by serving others
with the love of Jesus Christ. Join us
on Dec. 15 at 7:00 p.m. in room 228.
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Stephen Ministers

Are There to Care
Lonely? Experiencing a difficult time?
Don't suffer alone! Our Stephen
Ministers are trained caregivers,
ready to listen, care for and
encourage you, pray with and for
you, and help you through a crisis or
difficult time. To find out more, talk
with Sandy Apicella, Janet Enck, or
Cheryn Houston. Our Stephen
Ministers are "there to care."

Membership
News:

Births: Jonah Robert Zielinski,
son of Eric & Janine Zielinski;
Eric Thomas Moorhead,
son of Lisa & Jay Moorhead;
Ezra James Rowe, son of
Seth & Julia Rowe and grandson
of Steve & Lauri Rowe;
Micah Kendrick Dunn, son
of Jason & Julee Dunn;

Brooklyn Anna Lambert,
daughter of Brandon & Anna
Lambert, and little sister of
Addison.

Deaths:
Anna Brown
Peg Collins
Judie Todd
Ken Elshoff
Bobbie Easton

NEW Young Adult Group

Meet other people your age. Find out
how this new ministry can help you
get through the first ten years of
being on your own. Join us
Wednesdays, December 7, 14 & 21
at 7:30 p.m. in room 228. Questions?
Contact Pastor Brian Gath
(bgath@linworthumc.org or 336-
8485, ext. 218).

Flower and Bread-and-Water
Charts for 2012
Two 2012 charts will soon be up on

4 the bulletin board close to the

kitchen. One is for the flowers on the
Communion Table and the other is
for the Bread and Water displayed
on the side counter. The
sponsorship of the flowers is
generally covered by a $25.00
donation; the amount for the Bread
and Water is at the donor’s
discretion. The Bread and Water
donation goes toward mission
projects of the church.

Feel free to sign up on either or
both charts. You'll receive a
reminder, a couple of weeks ahead
of the date for which you signed up.
There will be further information in
those reminders about how to direct
your contribution, and for you to
indicate your wishes for the
dedication of your gift.

Your participation is greatly
appreciated. The flowers add beauty
to our worship services; the Bread
and Water symbolize our
commitment to missions throughout
the world. Both provide opportunities
to memorialize loved ones, special
dates or honor service by someone.
Any questions or suggestions may
be directed to Mary Lynn Jacobson.

Need a unique
Christmas gift idea?

How about purchasing an

animal (chicken, duck, sheep, pig)
or tree for Heifer
International Projects or
new hats and gloves for
New Life Church in honor of
a loved one? The Missions
Committee will again be
selling Alternative
Christmas “donation gifts,”
priced from $5 - $25 and

up, after each service (10-
10:30 & 11-11:30 a.m.)
starting Dec. 4 to Dec. 18.
Look for our table in the
hallway outside the Worship
Center during those 3
Sundays. Contact Linda
Mrukowski with questions.
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