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Thoughts from Pastor Jeff 

April 
Worship Schedule 

 

3– 4th Sunday in Lent  
Holy Communion 
Rev. Jeffery Dunn 
8:45 a.m.—Traditional  
10:15 a.m.—Contemporary 
11:30 a.m.—Traditional 

 
10 - 5th Sunday in Lent 
Rev. Rae Lynn Schleif 
8:45 a.m.—Traditional 
10:15 a.m.—Contemporary 
11:30 a.m.—Traditional 

 
17 - Palm Sunday 
6th Sunday in Lent 
Dr. Eugene Folden 
8:45 a.m. —Traditional  
10:15 a.m.—Contemporary 
11:30 a.m.—Traditional 

 
22—Good Friday Taize 
Service  
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 
performing 

 
24 - Easter Sunday 
Rev. Rae Lynn Schleif 
8:45 a.m.—Traditional 
10:15 a.m.—Contemporary 
11:30 a.m.—Traditional 

What is the Spiritual 
Life- a Garden?   
Jeffery W. Dunn 
 

It‘s almost time to put the 
garden together again. 
We have a little raised 
bed about twenty feet by 
three feet along the east 
side of our backyard. We 
grow lettuce and 
tomatoes, peppers and 
spinach, and last year 
had a nice crop of 
carrots. To tell you the 
truth, I‘m always a little 
late with this task. For 
the past several years 
I‘ve had to borrow a tiller 
from a friend to loosen 
up the ground after 
winter‘s hard freezing 
and settling. I‘m always a 
little reluctant to ask if I 
can borrow it again, so I 
put it off until the last 
possible minute before 
the seeds have to go in 
the ground. I suppose I 
could just buy my own 
tiller to solve that 
problem. Another reason 
planting gets delayed is 
because spring is such a 
busy season with soccer 
and other chores around 
the house screaming to 
be tended to. After 

another day ends and I 
look out on that patch of 
empty dirt I think, ―I‘ll get 
to it soon.‖  
 

I‘ve heard that the 
spiritual life is like a 
garden. The Bible is full 
of imagery fit for farmers 
(even backyard farmers). 
Water and seeds and 
good soil make for rich 
spiritual analogy. I‘ve 
even been asked by well
-meaning spiritual 
leaders to imagine my 
spiritual life as a garden. 
―If your spiritual life were 
a garden, what would it 
look like? Would it be 
well-watered? Would it 
be green and 
flourishing?‖ To tell you 
the truth, the analogy 
doesn‘t often sit well with 
me. In the church, we do 
well at lifting up good 
produce. We are quick to 
talk about all the good 
fruit of the spirit but too 
often misrepresent the 
hard, messy work it 
takes to develop it. In the 
glow of rising shoots and 
blooming flowers we 
forget the long cold 
winter of looking out at 
empty patches of dirt. 

And we rarely consider 
the leave-it-alone time 
when the bacteria and 
the worms in the soil do 
their necessary work.  
 

I‘ve come to understand 
that what we perceive as 
emptiness, this apparent 
barrenness, is the 
spiritual life just as much 
as the fruitfulness.  
 

Even as we wonder at 
spring, as the grass turns 
from brown to green, the 
buds pop from the 
branches and shoots rise 
from bulbs beneath the 
ground, the earth has not 
been idle. Be reminded 
that spring is the result of 
winter‘s work, when 
sugars that have been 
storing deep in roots are 
converted into energy to 
send those brave shoots 
to the surface. 
 

Spring is the conversion.    
 

Alan Jones says that it 
―takes a long time to 
make a human being, 
and conversion is that 
continual process of 
being made and re-
made. In one sense, it is 
never complete. To be 

(continued on last page) 



 
Adult Small 

Groups 
 
 

                               
Bridge Club: Contact: Byrdie Lorenz 
Bridge Club will meet on April 1 at 
8:00 p.m. in members homes. Call 
Byrdie for information. 
 

Building Nesters: Contacts: Shawn & 
Amy Brown 
We will be meeting April 7 and April 
21 to finish up our book "Building Your 
Marriage." Childcare is provided. Our 
social event in will be an Adult's only 
Game Night at the Rinehart's house on 
Saturday, April 17 starting at 7:00 
p.m. Book those sitters now! Feel free 
to join us for any or all events. 
Meals on Wheels will happen on 
Saturday, April 2. 
 

Closer Walk Class: Contact: Janet 
Blocher  
The Closer Walk Class meets Sunday 
mornings at 9:00 a.m. in room 225. If 
you have decided to develop a ―Closer 
Walk‖ with God, this class is for you! 
The Closer Walk Class also 
undertakes service projects and has 
fellowship opportunities throughout the 
year. Check us out! We‘d love to have 
you.  
 

Dining Disciples: Contacts: Marlene 
Goodenow/Karen Stahle/Sally Moser  
For fun and fellowship, join Dining 
Disciples. Groups of singles and 
married couples meet in homes or 
restaurants for a meal about 4 times a 
year. What a great way to get to know 
each other. There‘s still time to sign-up 
for 2011. Call a contact. 
 

Hand and Foot Card Club: Contact: 
Jean Balser  
Join us in the Fellowship Hall on 
Friday, April 1 at 7:00 p.m. Bring a 
snack to share.  The group usually 
meets the first Friday of each month.  
 

IMPACT Service Group: Contact: 
Becki Hollenbaugh  
IMPACT is a service group that meets 
with residents at Claremont Retirement 
Village. Join them on April 13 and 27 
at 7:30 p.m.  
 

In Daily Places: Contact: Debby Fuller 
Looking for a ladies‘ fellowship and 
study small group that meets in the 
evening? Join us on April 11 and 25 
at 7:00 p.m. at church. We will look at 

chapters 11 & 12 respectively in the 
book, Discovering Joy in Your 
Creativity: You are Made in the Image 
of a Creative God.   
  

Keen Adult Bible Study: Contact: 
Bob Jacobson 
Join them in the Fellowship Hall (room 
136) at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday 
mornings.  
 

LinWomen Online: Contact: Sharon 
Valade 
This is an online group for women to 
chat, encourage, and share spiritual 
concerns with other busy women. You 
can write as much as you want, 
respond to others, give new 
information, and share joys and 
concerns. 
 

Men’s Before-Work Spiritual 
Sharing Group:  
Contact: Mike Smeltzer  
The Men‘s Breakfast Group meets on 
the 2nd and 4th Tuesday mornings at 
First Watch Restaurant at 7:00 a.m. 
See you on April 12 and 26. 
 

Mom’s Study: Contact: Terese 
Loudner  
We will meet Thursday, April 14 and 
April 28 from 6:30 -8:00 p.m. 
Childcare is available. All moms are 
invited for fellowship, friends, and 
spiritual growth. Topic will be 
determined. We will study a short 
book, movie clips or questions of the 
day. Questions? Contact Terese. 
 

MOPS (Mothers Of PreSchoolers): 
(A Christian group for mothers with 
children ages birth through 
kindergarten) 
Contacts:  Diane Hamilton & Melissa 
Hufft 
Our April meeting dates are April 11 & 
25. CHILDCARE VOLUNTEERS are 
needed!!!!  MOPS is in need of 
volunteers for one or two Monday(s) a 
month from 9:00 a.m. - noon. If you or 
someone you know is interested, 
please contact Holly Meister. 
 

Peace in the House: Contact: Shelley 
Burton 
This group supports you finding and 
maintaining peace with yourself, peace 
with God, and peace with others.   
Group meets on the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Library. Join us on April 6 & 20. 
 

Searchers: Contact: Doug Stahle 
Meets in the Fellowship Hall (room 
138) at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday 

mornings for thought provoking and 
stimulating discussion on a number of 
religious issues.  
 

Shawl Ministry: Contacts: Marilyn 
Pohlman & Jean Davidson 
More than 230 shawls already have 
been presented to those in pain.  You 
don‘t have to knit to be involved. Call a 
contact to get connected. 
 

Stephen Ministry: Contact: Sandy 
Apicella 
We meet the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays.  
March meetings are April 5 and 19 at 
7:00 p.m. in the Library and room 225.   
 

Thursday Morning Bible Study: 
Contact: Lea Elshoff 
The Thursday morning Bible Study 
continues to meet each week at 10:00 
a.m. and extends an open invitation to 
all. In April, we will continue using ―The 
Upper Room‖ as our study book. 
Copies, both large and standard-type, 
are available on the literature rack 
outside the office. The main focus for 
the study centers on the weekly 
questions at the back of the book. If 
you would like more information, 
please feel free to contact Lea. 
 

Women's Bible Study: Contact: 
Jeanne Byers 
We meet on Sundays in room 210 at 
10:00 a.m. No matter where you are in 
your journey of faith, come and be part 
of this wonderful fellowship of women.  
 
 

PLEASE NOTE:   If you need a phone 
number or email for a contact person 
for an event or group, please contact 
the church office (336-8485). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Spring Garage Sale 

May 6, 9-7 
May 7, 9-2 

 

We need many hands to make this 
Sale a success, so please plan to 
help out the week of May 1-7! 
Contact the church office to see 
how you can help! 



Children’s News 
Alisha Meacham 
(ameacham@linworthumc.org) 
Director of Children‘s Ministries, 
LUMC  
 

PandaMania-LUMC VBS 2011, 
July 18-22:  
Exciting changes are coming to our 
VBS program this summer! We will 
be having two day sessions: 
Preschool Session, 9-11:30 a.m. 
and Elementary Session, 1-4 p.m. 
Additionally, we will be doing a 
collaboration with Bethel United 
Methodist Church. Families and 
volunteers who are interested in an 
evening VBS program can attend 
Bethel UMC. Bethel UMC only 
offers an evening VBS program. 
They will also be using the 
PandaMania theme. Please 
note...the VBS dates for Bethel 
UMC are June 27-July 1.  
We believe the changes will bring 
growth for both church programs. It 
also gives an opportunity to share 
in fellowship with another church 
family. We want the children to 
have a wonderful VBS experience 
no matter where they go. Look for 
continued VBS information 
monthly. If you have any questions 
or would like to volunteer for VBS, 
please contact Alisha Meacham, 
Dir. of Children's Ministries 
(ameacham@linworthumc.org).  
See you this summer!  
 
Volunteer help need on Sunday 
Morning:  
Volunteer help is needed in the 
toddler/twos room during the 10:15 
a.m. service on the 1st, 2nd, and 
5th Sundays of each month. If you 
are interest in helping, please 
contact Alisha Meacham. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Easter Family Fun Day  
Date: Saturday, April 16  
Time: 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.  
Place: Linworth UMC 
Tickets: $10 per family (max. 5) OR 
$5 individual  
 

Purchase your tickets in the LUMC 
office. Come join us for a morning 
full of fun and celebration. We will 
have a Continental Breakfast 
followed by assorted games, face 
painting, crafts and then an Easter 
Egg Hunt at 10:40 a.m. The Easter 
Bunny will also make an 
appearance. We hope you can join 
us for this great family event.  
 
 

Membership Care 
News 
Chad Johns 
(cjohns@linworthumc.org) 
Director of Membership Care & 
Small Groups 
 

Pots of Chili Were Simmering 
Many thanks to all of those who 
participated in or helped with the 
Chili Cook-Off at the end of 
February. With some intense and 
tasty competition, our culinary 
victors were: 
Mild: Susan Sundberg and her 
Mom‘s ―No Fail‖ Turkey Chili; 
Spicy: The Humphrey Family and 
their Game Day Chili; 
Non-Traditional: Sharon Valade 
and her Buffalo Chicken Chili. 
Congratulations to the winners and 
to all of the chefs who offered their 
delicious recipes! 
 
Put A Name With A Face 
Check out the bulletin board in the 
front hallway. Photos of our newest 
members are posted. Here is an 
opportunity for you to get to know 
their faces, and then call them by 
name to welcome them into the 
Linworth Family! 
 
Pictorial Directory Coming 
SOON! 
Another helpful tool for getting to 
know names and faces is the 

pictorial directory. We have put 
them together ―in house‖ since the 
company we were with is now out 
of business. The cost for the black 
and white directory is $2.00. Be 
sure to place your order, so we will 
know how many to print! Thank you 
for your patience during this 
process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth News 
Seth Rowe 
(srowe@linworthumc.org) 
Director of Youth Ministries 
 
 

April Schedule:  
3-   3:00—4:15 p.m. -- Bible Study 
      4:30—6:00 p.m. -- Xtreme 
 Impact 
10- 3:00—4:15 p.m. -- Bible Study  
      4:30—6:00 p.m. -- Xtreme 
 Impact  
17- 3:00—4:15 p.m. -- Bible Study  
      4:30—6:00 p.m. -- Xtreme 
   Impact  
24- Easter Sunday  
 No Xtreme Impact 
 

The following note 
was received: 
“We would like to thank Rae Lynn, 
Gene and Jeff, and members of the 
church for the visits, cards, and 
prayers during Dorothy’s shoulder 
surgery.  
Raymond & Dorothy Stone.” 
 

Crisis in Japan 
The General Board of Ministries 
has set up a new  Pacific 
Emergency Advance as  
the United Methodist channel for 
financial response to the 
earthquake and tsunami.  The 
number is 3021317. Please note 
this number on your donation. 
Continue to pray for the country of 
Japan and her people. 



 
 
 

Linworth Children’s 
Center  

 

Enrolling NOW for Fall!  
Full Day Kindergarten  
Monday – Thursday, 9:00 a.m. – 
3:00 p.m.  
Before and After Care Program  
(a la carte)  
Kindergarten Enrichment available 
on Fridays  

 

We also have openings in our 
Infant room for ages 6 weeks to 
twelve months! 

 

Thank you to everyone that came 
out to Super Games. We had 436 
guest attend this event! The 
children had a wonderful time! 

 

For more information  
Call 614.336.9559 or visit our 

website at  
www.linworthcc.org 

 
 

Safety Fact  
of the Month 
Do you know where the fire 
pull-stations are located?  Do 
you know what happens when 
a pull-station is pulled?  
Linworth UMC has 15 pull stations 
located throughout the first floor, 
and 2 pull stations located on the 
second floor. Most pull stations are 
situated close to an exit or stair 
way. Once the pull station is 
activated the alarms sound and a 
call is place to our monitoring 
system who then contacts the 
Columbus Fire Department. Take a 
moment to see if you can located 
all 17 pull stations. Good 
information to have in case of an 
emergency! 
 
 
 
 

Linworthys News  
(the 55 and over group)  
Contact: Doug Stahle 

 

Meet with us Tuesday, April 26 
at 11:30 a.m. as we welcome 
the Maple Grove Players. They 
will entertain us with a number 
of creative skits for our 
amusement. We will also 
witness their expertise with their 
hand puppets that is certain to 
produce laughter. Our luncheon 
menu prepared by our Kitchen/
Social group is as follows: 
Salisbury steak, mashed 
potatoes, vegetable, salad and 
dessert. All this for only $6.00. 
No need to bring table service--
Just enjoy. AND Linworthys 
please keep in mind that our  
Semi-Annual Church GARAGE 
SALE is May 6 and 7. Due to 
our participation we receive 10% 
of the net dollar amount of the 
Sale. We can help and donate 
time from Sunday, May 1 
through the end of the Sale. 
Flexible hours--more info can be 
obtained by contacting church 
office. The monies the 
Linworthys receives helps with 
our various missions, as well as, 
the complimentary luncheon in 
November. Thank you 
Linworthys!!  
 

Attention Small 
Groups—Say Cheese!  
Please take some pictures of 
your groups, your activities, and 
your outings and share them 
with the Linworth 
Photographers! We are also 
available to come take pictures 
for you, if requested. Please 
send your pictures or 
photographer requests to Jen 
Snyder at: 
linworthphotographers@gmail.com. 
 

Get Involved 
with Social 
Concerns 

 

The Open 
Shelter Meal will 
be prepared 
beginning at 8:00 
a.m. on Tuesday, 
April 12 in the 
church kitchen. If 
you can help contact Arlean Sudhoff. 
 

 The Rebecca‘s House meal will 
be prepared at 11:00 a.m. on 
Tuesday, April 12 in the church 
kitchen. Call Arlean Sudhoff if you 
need information. If you would like to 
help serve the meal, contact Celeste 
Thomas. 
 

 April Brunch Bunch will be held on 
April 17 (early due to Easter) from 
9:45 a.m.—1:30 p.m. Want to help? 
Call the church office (336-8485). 
Make plans now to meet your friends 
at Brunch! 
 
 

District Connections 
UM Community Ministries 
through the District office helps 
people serve in the local 
community. To learn more about 
how you can serve, come to our 
Bridges Out of Poverty workshop 
on April 30 from 9am-4pm in Plain 
City at Sharron Mennonite Church. 
Cost is $15. To register go to: 
www.umcommunityministries.org. 
 
Our grants also support 
transformational ministries across 
nine counties in central Ohio, 
including seven food pantries. Here 
is a great example- the East Liberty 
Charge, Caring Neighbors Food 
Pantry serves 400 people each 
month in Logan county and 
develops a close relationship with 
each person. To learn more about 
getting connecting contact Bev 
Wolf (937-355-0959) or visit 
www.umcommunityministries.org 
for a brochure/list of all the 
outreach ministries receiving grants 
in 2011. 

Social 
Concerns 

Contact: Esther  
Hunter 



 

 
 
 
 

A Group for Young Adults 
(students, young working adults,  

young marrieds, and singles) 
 

We are a community of Young 
Adults encouraging one another to 
grow in our relationship with Jesus 
Christ, living out our faith by 
serving others with the love of 
Jesus Christ. 
 

For more information, contact 
Angela Pucher at:  

linworthfusion@gmail.com.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Stephen Ministers  
Are There to Care 

Are you going through a difficult 
time--emotionally, spiritually, or 
relationally? Are you lonely, 
experiencing a crisis, or simply 
stressed by everyday life? You 
don't have to suffer alone. Our 
Stephen Ministers are trained 
caregivers, ready to listen, care for 
and encourage you, pray with and 
for you, and provide confidential 
one-to-one Christian care to help 
you through whatever it is that you 
are facing. To find out more, talk 
with Sandy Apicella, Janet Enck, 
Cheryn Houston or Pastor Rae 
Lynn. 

 
 
Membership  
News: 
 

Births:   
- Jacob Forbes, son of Chad & 
Melissa Forbes; grandson of 
Leon & Faye Black 

 

 

Pastors’ NEW Hospital 
Visitation Schedules 

 

Pastor Rae Lynn Schleif:  
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday 

  

Pastor Gene Folden:  
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

 

Pastor Jeffery Dunn:  
Sunday 

 

As always, contact the church 
office (336-8485) with any pastoral 

needs.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UMW Palm Sunday 

Breakfast 
Join us Sunday, April 17 at 7:00 
a.m. for our annual breakfast 
before the church service.  All 
women in the church (and men, 
too) are invited to attend.  Tickets 
($3) will be on sale after each 
service in the weeks before Palm 
Sunday.   
 

Mission Board Meeting 
Contact: Sue Gabel 
First Monday of every month. Next 
meeting is April 4 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Evening Circle - New Time!! 
Contacts: Linda Higgins & Sue 
Bowen 
Third Monday evening of every 
month. Next meeting is April 18 at 
7:00 p.m. The Linworth UMW  
Evening Circle will make gifts for  
former Circle members who are 
now  confined at home. Jan Melvin  
will lead us in several craft activities 
to create the gifts we will make to 
share.  We will meet in the 
Gathering Area for a short business 
meeting and then adjourn to a 
classroom for the craft activity.  

Barb Beymer will give the 
devotions and Susan Marsh will be 
our hostess for the  evening.  
 

Fellowship Day Circle 
Contacts: Nancy Zimmerman & 
Mary Lynn Jacobson 
We meet the second Tuesday of 
every month at the church.  Join us 
on April 12  for the New Life UMC 
Work trip.  Meet at Linworth at 8:30 
a.m. to carpool.  We‘ll eat lunch 
together after working. 
 

MOPS 
Contacts: Diane Hamilton & 
Melissa Hufft 
This is a time to rejuvenate and 
reconnect with other moms on the 
second and fourth Mondays of the 
month, 9:30 -11:30 a.m. at the 
church. Child care is provided. See 
you April 11 & 25. 
 

Linwomen Online 
Contacts: Sharon Valade & Karen 
Wood 
This is an online group for women 
to chat, encourage, and share 
spiritual concerns with other busy 
women. You can write as much as 
you want, respond to others, give 
new information, and share joys 
and concerns. 
 

Service Circle 
Contact: Lea Elshoff 
Sandwich making in the Church 
Kitchen for Faith Mission. Join us 
on April 29 at 9:30  
a.m. in the Kitchen. 
 
 

April Collections 
We are collecting shampoo, 
conditioner, combs, hairbrushes, and 
ethnic hair products for New Life 
UMC.  Our collection of used 
postage stamps, Campbell‘s Soup 
labels, used reading glasses, and 
pop can tabs is continuous!  Please 
place all of these items in the UMW - 
Club 56 cupboard opposite the 
church office, or they may be brought 
to any Circle or Board meeting.    

 
 
 
 
 

UMW 
Women’s 
Ministries 

 



Reducing Our Current 
Building Debt 
 
―Dear Linworth Family, 
 

I am excited about the next few 
months as a team of committed 
Linworth members are working for 
you to launch a campaign that will 
help us reduce our current building 
debt. We will learn about the need, 
pray together, listen to one another, 
feast together and share in a 
financial gift that together will open 
doors to our future. Please read the 
words below from our chairpersons 
Malcolm and Tracy Hiltz. They are 
a wonderful and energetic couple 
and are excited to lead this 
adventure! Also, begin to mark the 
dates on your calendars and put 
them in your Blackberry, phone, 
etc.! 
 

In ministry with you! 
 

Pastor Rae Lynn‖ 
 
―When we were initially contacted 
by Pastor Rae Lynn about co-
chairing the Debt Reduction 
Campaign we were a little 
apprehensive.  We are not experts 
in debt reduction.  However, we do 
have a love for Linworth United 
Methodist Church and isn‘t that 
really what it is truly all about?  Our 
involvement in LUMC has given us 
so many opportunities to grow in 
our faith walk and become closer to 
God.  It has also allowed us to get 
to know some really amazing 
people.  We originally attended 
LUMC for the New Connections 
service.  However, it wasn‘t until we 
joined a small group (Closer Walk) 
and attended some of the 
additional studies that we realized 
what it means to be part of a 
church family! 
 

We kicked off the Debt Reduction 
Campaign on Sunday, March 13 
with an introduction of the team to 
the three services.  The exciting 
part was that between services, 
people came up to talk to us about 
the campaign.  We are looking 

forward to that excitement 
continuing to grow!  We will be at a 
table (in the Lobby) on several 
Sundays between services to 
continue to chat with people about 
the campaign.  Let‘s keep up the 
conversations and let this really 
spark some excitement about what 
we have the potential to do with 
this campaign. 
 

Over the next couple of months, 
you will be receiving additional 
information about the campaign, 
―Gifts Open Doors.‖  We have had 
several lively meetings to date and 
the team will continue to meet 
every other week to work out the 
details. There will be a banquet on 
May 15 for the entire congregation.  
The banquet committee is being 
led by Ken Galloway.  There will 
also be a Day of Prayer for 
Linworth on May 17 (see article this 

page) and people will be given the 
opportunity to sign up to be part of 
a 12 hour prayer vigil.  The prayer 
committee is being led by Holly 
Meister.  This will all lead up to 
completion of our commitment 
cards by June 1, indicating what 
sacrifice we are willing to make.  
Let‘s get excited about the 
opportunity this creates to: ‗open 
many doors, and usher in the 
great!!‘ 
 

Looking forward to hearing your 
thoughts! 
 

Malcolm and Tracy Hiltz‖ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

―GIFTS OPEN DOORS‖  

PRAYER VIGIL 
Tuesday, May 17  

10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
Worship Center 

 

Watch for the Sign-up Board in the 
Church Hallway. Sign for the time 
you will come to the church and 
pray for 30 minutes about our 
church ministries and what God 
may be asking of you, and of our 
congregation.  



 
Updates 
for  
April 
 

 

Change for the Better  
Fill the Jar and Throw in a Towel  
We will be collecting change and 
towels until Sunday, April 3.  
Please help us to meet the 2011 
goals.   

*   *   * 

Easter Gifts Give Support 
Mission Ministries for the LUMC 
Easter Offering will be Grace 
Children’s Hospital in Haiti and 
Habitat for Humanity.  

*   *   * 

Linking Laos and Linworth  
On April 10 the ―Linking Laos and 
Linworth‖ team will kick off our 
mission effort with Laos. Linworth‘s 
Laos Mission effort is to provide 
support for the mission efforts 
already underway.  The United 
Methodist Church‘s General Board 
of Global Ministries provides 
missionaries, pastor training and 
church support.  Our goal is to work 
in support of these activities. 
 

This effort will ask you to consider 
three possibilities.  

1. Contribute to Laos Church 
Support. We are asking 24 
entities (individuals or 
groups) to pledge $100/year 
for the support of two 
churches in Laos. Total 
annual cost of supporting 
two churches is $2,400.  

2. Contribute to construction of 
a stairway from the Mekong 
River to a village in 
Oudomxay Province. Total 
cost for one stairway is 
$1,500.  

3. Consider volunteering for a 
mission trip to Laos. 

 

Check out the bulletin board near 
the church office for more details.  
 

In August of 2010 Pastor Rae Lynn 
challenged us to think of our 
mission to the neighborhood and to 
the larger world. She urged us to 

engage in her belief that we were 
called to be in fellowship with the 
Methodist Church in Laos. She said 
it was not by accident that we are 
drawn to Laos. Too many things of 
coincidence cannot be an accident, 
but God‘s hand at work. She is the 
chair of the Conference Southeast 
Asia initiative, she has many 
connections with missionaries in 
Southeast Asia, she spoke of her 
association with the Rev. Clint 
Rabb and of the mission trip in April 
of 2010.  
 

To explore this calling, she asked 
the congregation to form a team 
who could determine what a 
mission initiative to Laos would 
look like. In January, 2011 a group 
began meeting to examine the 
possibilities. The group asked the 
missionaries Beverly and Emanual 
Barte to identify mission needs of 
the Methodist Church in Laos. One 
of our primary concerns was an 
active engagement, of the 
congregation not just a small 
committee, that does its work in an 
isolated way. So, careful thought 
was put into communication, trip 
planning and fund raising to assure 
engagement.  
 

We have the following 
recommendations for Laos 
Projects:  

1. Provide $1,500 each for two 
congregations in Oudomxay 
Province for the 
construction of stairs to 
climb the cliff from the 
Mekong River to the 
villages.  

2. Fund the maintenance of two 
congregations. This would 
cost about $1200 each per 
year.  

3. Support the development of 
the Faith Engine Ministry in 
Laos. This project would 
provide technical training, 
English language training 
and spiritual guidance to 
poor rural youth. These 
young people would 
graduate in six months with 

the ability to repair 
motorcycles. These 
marketable skills would 
enable them to be self-
sustaining.  

4. Provide scholarships for 
schooling of poor children.  

5. Beginning October 2010 plan 
two trips per year, one in 
October and the other in 
April. Some early projects 
could include working on 
schools and libraries. 

6. Ask the congregation for 
prayer support. 

 

Contact Joel Rabb to share your 
thoughts about Laos. 

*   *   * 
The following note was received by the 
church office:   
 

―This is a short thank you from 
NNEMAP for your help in making 
2010 a successful year in 
distributing food and other items to 
our clients. 
 

Financial Statement for 2010: 
Cash contributions received  99,844 
Fund Raisers 7,253 
In-kind contributions received  219,095 
Endowment & Interest income 1,586 
Total Income $327.778 
Expenses 92,005 
Income over expenses 235,773 
Distributions 
Purchased Items 14,105 
In-kind items received 219,094 
Total Distributions 233,199 
Undistributed income 2,574 
 

Your contributions to this 2010 
success was $545.00.  This total 
includes cash contributions, in-kind 
contributions and grooming kits 
cash and materials from your 
church directly or from related 
church groups such as women‘s 
groups, youth groups, classes or 
special fund raisers.  
 

We appreciate not only your cash 
and/or in-kind contributions; but, 
also the volunteer time from your 
church members.   
 

Roy Clark, Director.‖ 

Missions 



human, from the believer‘s 
point of view, is to be in a 
continual process of 
conversion.  To try to approach 
the fullness of the stature of 
Christ in one short lifetime 
seems presumptuous.‖ 
 

Our spiritual lives aren‘t quite 

as predictable and patterned 

as the natural world of 

seasonal change. The 

―groundhog‖ can keep seeing 

the shadow and a spiritual 

winter can last longer than we 

expect. But never think that the 

winter is idle. Deep below the 

surface there is life waiting for 

conversion. Spring will come 

again.   

 

(continued from page 1) 
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7070 Bent Tree Blvd.  
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Creating Community, Growing in Christ, Serving the World 

Easter Sunday 
Morning Worship 

Opportunities 
 

8:45 Traditional  
10:15 Contemporary 

11:30 Traditional 

April Events 
2—Spring Clean, 8 a.m.—12 p.m. 

 
4—8 LCC, Spring Break 

 
16—Easter Family Fun Day, 9 a.m.—11 a.m. 

 
17—Palm Sunday Breakfast, 7 a.m. 
Brunch Bunch, 9:45 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 

 
18—21—The Passage (Self-guided spiritual journey) 

5—10 p.m. 
 

22—Good Friday Taize Service with the Chancel Choir 
7 p.m. 

The Passage, 8-10 p.m. 
 

24—Easter Sunday Service 
8:45 a.m.—Traditional 

10:15 a.m. —Contemporary 
11:30 a.m.—Traditional 


